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Schmitz assumes senior NCO duties for 152nd CSSB 
 

By Sgt. 1st Class Shannon Crane – 152nd Combat Sustainment Support Battalion  

 
PIERRE, S.D. – Command Sgt. Maj. Chadwick Schmitz, of Pierre, assumed responsibility of the senior 

noncommissioned officer position in the South Dakota Army National Guard’s 152nd Combat 

Sustainment Support Battalion during a ceremony at the Pierre National Guard armory, Jan. 8. 

 

Schmitz assumed duties from Command Sgt. Maj. Samuel Harkin, of Brandon, who served in the position 

since 2012. 

  

“I feel like I’m home again,” said Schmitz. “I came to the 152nd as the headquarters readiness NCO in 

2007 and helped build the unit from roughly five people to what it is now.  This is an awesome unit, I’m 

very glad and proud to be here.   

 

“Command Sgt. Maj. Harkin has left some very big shoes for me to fill,” continued Schmitz. “This unit 

has been successful at everything it has ever done, and I know it will continue to be successful.” 

 

“The one thing I want you to remember is the 152nd is one of the best, if not the best, CSSBs in the 

United States,” Harkin said, while addressing the 152nd Soldiers. “Those of you who were in Afghanistan 

know we set standards that the Army can’t even beat. The 152nd has been successful because of the 

things that all of you do.  You are what makes the South Dakota National Guard the entity that it is.”   

 

As the unit’s senior NCO, Schmitz is responsible for advising the unit commander on all aspects of the 

battalion’s enlisted Soldiers, providing guidance and mentorship to those Soldiers and assisting in 

ensuring the battalion is prepared to handle all assigned missions.   

 

The 152nd CSSB provides command and control and supervision for four units with more than 500 

Soldiers in six communities throughout South Dakota and can deploy worldwide to provide 

multifunctional combat support and combat service support to forces throughout an area of operations in a 

combat theater.  

 

Schmitz began his military career in 1995 as an airborne cannon fire direction specialist in U.S. Army.  

After serving on active duty for four years, he enlisted in the South Dakota Army National Guard as a 

member of Bravo Battery, 2-147th Field Artillery Battalion.  He entered the Active Guard Reserve 

program in 2001 as the readiness/training NCO for Charlie Battery, 2/147th FA and continued to serve in 

a readiness capacity for Alpha Company, 153rd Engineer Battalion and the Headquarters Company, 

152nd CSSB.   

 

Schmitz completed two tours of duty during his career – the first in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom in 

2003 and the second in support of Operation Enduring Freedom in 2013.  In 2015, he became the 

operations sergeant major for the 109th Regional Support Group, where he served until now.   
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170108-Z-GN330-001: U.S. Army Command Sgt. Maj. Samuel Harkin 

(right), outgoing senior enlisted leader of the 152nd Combat Sustainment 

Support Battalion, South Dakota Army National Guard, passes the 

noncommissioned officers’ sword to Command Sgt. Maj. Patrick Couser, 

senior enlisted leader of the 109th Regional Support Group, during a change 

of responsibility ceremony at the National Guard armory in Pierre, S.D., Jan. 

8, 2017. The sword is a symbol of the noncommissioned officer’s ability and 

prestige, and the passing of the sword signifies the transfer of this sacred 

trust from one senior enlisted leader to another.  (U.S. Army National Guard 

photo by Sgt. 1st Class Shannon Crane)  

      

170108-Z-GN330-002:  U.S. Army Command Sgt. Maj. Patrick Couser 

(left), senior enlisted leader of the 109th Regional Support Group, South 

Dakota Army National Guard, passes the noncommissioned officers’ sword 

to Command Sgt. Maj. Chadwick Schmitz, incoming senior enlisted leader 

of the 152nd Combat Sustainment Support Battalion, during a change of 

responsibility ceremony at the National Guard armory in Pierre, S.D., Jan. 8, 

2017. The sword is a symbol of the noncommissioned officer’s ability and 

prestige, and the passing of the sword signifies the transfer of this sacred 

trust from one senior enlisted leader to another.  (U.S. Army National Guard 

photo by Sgt. 1st Class Shannon Crane) 

 

170108-Z-GN330-003: U.S. Army Command Sgt. Maj. Chadwick Schmitz, 

incoming senior enlisted leader of the 152nd Combat Sustainment Support 

Battalion, South Dakota Army National Guard, inspects the 

noncommissioned officers’ sword during a change of responsibility 

ceremony at the National Guard armory in Pierre, S.D., Jan. 8, 2017. The 

sword is a symbol of the noncommissioned officer’s ability and prestige, and 

inspecting the sword symbolizes a sergeant major’s first act as a unit’s 

senior enlisted leader. (U.S. Army National Guard photo by Sgt. 1st Class 

Shannon Crane) 

 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Please contact Maj. Anthony Deiss at (605) 737-6721 or cell (605) 431-

8753, or e-mail ng.sd.sdarng.list.pao@mail.mil 
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